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The national reality

“We are not going to permit acts that make violent the tranquility and the free transit of Guatemalans”, were the words of President Oscar Berger Perdomo, when he was approached by the press with the announcement from the farm workers organization groups in the Indigenous and Farm Workers National Coordinator (CONIC), the syndicated organizations, and the National College and University Students regarding the blockage of roadways and the massive protest in the capital city and in the interior of the country against the negative response of the government in providing a solution to the list of demands that the farmers have made regarding the agricultural problems, the rejection of the Free Trade agreement between Guatemala and the United States and the rejection of the mining activities in the country. Effectively, during the protests on the 20th of April in spite of the fact that they were protests within the right to peaceful protest, there were 28 people detained and 3 of them were minors. Some of these people received physical aggression on the part of the forces of “order” and were transported to hospitals for attention. A denouncement was made in regards to the death of one person who participated in the protests at the hands of the forces of security and the police. 
“These actions are negative in the eyes of the world”, said the President in reference to the protests. This seems to say that the actions of the indigenous and the farmers are “destabilizing” while the negative actions of the government in complying with the demands and the repressive politics with which they try to solve the problems in favor of the land owners and the few rich people in Guatemala is “well seen” in the eyes of the world. This is clear evidence that this government, with all the shamelessness that characterizes it, is always looking for a way to evade attending to the population. It has continually demonstrated that it is an oligarchic, repressive and militaristic government which is far away from complying with that which was established in the Peace Accords by militarizing the country with the integration of the military amidst the lines of the National Civil Police (PNC) that will dominate with its “combined forces”. 
These ex-military were trained for the war and not to guard the security of the civil society. Confronted by the increase of the “gangs or juvenile bands” they try to say that these “police” bodies will be able to combat them. It is clear that these gangs have been organized by members of the army, the drug traffickers and organized criminals in order to maintain in anxiety the honorable population of the country. On the other hand, according to analysts, the gangs exist because of the same problems in the country, that only a few have all the riches and the great majority is made up of the poor. While the government does not give opportunities for education centers, access to education and once someone has actually finished there studies there are no opportunities to opt for employment, because more and more the country is filled with firearms, none of this helps to resolve the problem of the gangs. The prisons themselves are so far away from actually rehabilitating the delinquents which they lock up, they leave worse than when the went in. It is alarming to see every day in the media the appearance of cadavers in the capital and in the interior of the country and even sadder to see that the majority of this spillage of blood happens to the youth of the country, the majority of them women.
The ethical problems and the economic interests are determinants in the different entities of the state and especially in the three powers: Executive, Legislative and Judicial such that their fulfillment does not respond satisfactorily to the needs of the entire population. Before the politicians arrive at their positions, the political party to which each belongs has made compromises with the rich class, including financists of questionable honor and that when they are in their positions they favor them and only work for them. Now that the elections are drawing near many officials have begun to renounce the parties with which they arrived at their positions such as is the case of the 16 officials of the Great National Alliance (GANA) who renounced the grouping on the 20th of April. It is as if they were in a puddle of crystal water and now that they have dirtied it they are headed for another puddle using another name in order to keep dirtying it. Or the water where they were is now dirty and with their departure they want to clean themselves or finish dirtying themselves in another political party. There is no doubt that these political parties in Guatemala are as such: filthy.

Solidarity

We want through this bulletin, as ACG, to express our solidarity with the Latin American immigrants that can be found working in the United States in their struggle so that their rights are respected and that their status is not criminalized. We are in opposition and condemn whatever form of aggression, discrimination, massive deportation on the part of the government of that country against our country people and all the other Latinos that with their sweat contribute daily to the economy of that country to the north, doing jobs that many times others of that country do not want to do.
Pronouncement of the Verification Committee (K’iche’) COVERK’

The Verification Committee K’iche’, from the reconstruction plans, to the victims, civil society and National and International public opinion makes known:

The deep preoccupation that more than five months after the passing of hurricane Stan in the departmental territory of Quiché, the authorities and institutions of the government have not responded with the speed and certain necessity in order to diminish and resolve the suffering, desperation and the needs of the women, elders, boys and girls, widows and men who are victims of this tragedy.
The criteria and marks of reference that they have used for the theoretical assignment of resources, have not been technical nor in socio-cultural pertinence while the political criteria dominates, already such that the fortunate municipals who were not affected by the hurricane have been prioritized, assigning to them a quantity equal to the municipality of Chichicastenango that in its case suffered many physical and social damages of great proportion. Additionally in some municipalities works have been planned that were already planned with the use of their regular funds. 

At the same time the implementation of the funds has not been decentralized as the same funds still depend on the Capital; that which makes up the bureaucratic stage of negotions, delaying for an indefinite amount of time the arrival of concrete assistance to the victims. The delivery of some of the construction materials such as roofing metal has been politicized to the point of which the beneficiaries have not been those who really were victims. In the case of the permanent houses it is not known what is the plan for the corresponding institutions like FOGUAVI, whose people do not participate in the meeting of the Departmental Commission of Reconstruction.
This causes uncertainty that the Congress of the Republic has assigned, in theory, funds to the municipalities that were not affected and on the other hand that the departmental authorities manifest that there are not sufficient funds for the purchase of land in order to move the community of Panimaché III, Chichicastenango that is urgent and necessary taking into account that following technical and scientific prognostics, there are 22 natural phenomenon’s in the neighborhood of which 17 will probably reach the category of hurricanes here in the near future.

Although a bit late, we consider it of much importance that finally a Manager of Departmental Reconstruction has been named. We ask that the manager make the best effort to get mobilized and take the necessary actions in order to attend to the needs and requirements of the victims of the affected communities, which should be the priority of Guatemala, establishing a legitimate and sincere link with the representatives of the civil society. Before what has been exposed like the instance of citizen, pluricultural and democratic convergence from a respectful and attentive manner.
We Solicit:

1. The conscious and consequent reorientation of the actions and processes in order to guarantee the immediate attention to the victim population.

2. To recognize and identify the population that really are the victims with community participation in order to avoid the distortion of the objectives of the assistance, giving privileges to the socio-cultural pertinence. 
3. Prioritizing and mobilizing the administrative procedures that correspond in order to achieve the efficiency on the reconstruction actions.

4. Establishing a serious and participative mechanism of information, communication and coordination between the institutions of the Government, the victims and the civil society.

Santa Cruz del Quiché, March 16, 2006

Information about ACG

Information from the Program of Means of Communication and Truth MCV-ACG

In 2005 we have finished with our project of the installation of radios of communication and the training of radio operators, co financed by Caritas of Sweden and DARF/U-CAN of the United States. We have installed a total of 19 radios in an equal number of communities. In 2006 we will continue with the NEWS program on Monday, Wednesday and Friday every week and the program of the exchange of community messages on Monday and Friday from 10 to 11 in the morning and from 3 to 5 in the afternoon. With this network it is possible to monitor the situation of human rights in the communities and during the hurricane Stan we were able to link together the radio operators on the national level of Guatemala in order to collaborate the information to the communities since in many of the areas the repeaters of the telephones collapsed and there was luckily a real alternative in those moments.

In the department of El Quiché a Committee of Verification of the Reconstruction of El Quiché (COVERK’) was created as an observation entity in the completion of the channeling of the funds destined from the central government to the municipalities affected by the storm. ACG has formed a part of this entity.
The directive group of ACG has assigned to the program of MCV (Human Rights) the responsibility of giving continuity to the execution of the channeling of the help from the Second Phase to the victims of Hurricane Stan in the municipalities of Santiago Atitlán de Sololá and Chichicastenango of El Quiché. The help consisted of school supplies for the victim children of Panimaché III, Agua Escondida, Agua Viva, Chugüexá II and III from the municipality of ChiChicastenango; and Panabaj, Chuu’l, Panul, Pachichan, Panaj, Tzamjuyu and Xechivoy of the municipality of Santiago, Atitlán. In the community of Panabaj ACG channeled, on top of the school supplies, specific materials, needles and threads for the artisans who use this material and helped a great number of women artisans with products of thread, like for their blouses, typical dress for men, shawls, table cloths and purses. ACG proportioned to them threads, silk, and cones for their embroidery. 253 women in total benefited. 
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Delivery of threads in Panabaj
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Parking of threads and material in ACG       
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Delivery of school Supplies in Panabaj
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Delivery of School Supplies in Panabaj, Panimaché III and la Escuela Integral Bilingüe de Santiaguito (here is where the children for the communities of  Chuu’l, Panul, Pachichaj, Panaj, Tzamjuyu y Xechivoy study)
The Youth Commission at ACG
The reality for the indigenous youth in the rural communities is that it is difficult to have opportunities to continue preparing in systematic education or in other aspects in order to better the quality of life. 10 years have passed since the signing of the Peace Accords in Guatemala though for many of the youth the situation and opportunities have not changed much. There are many boys and girls in the communities that have to immigrate to other areas of the country to do child labor in order to be able to help to better the family income because the economic situation of their parents is not sufficient to sustain the family. Because of this ACG has tried to open spaces of opportunity to the youth so that they can continue studying by means of a scholarship, a systematic study or the training for a specific job.
Scholarships 2005

In this opportunity we would like to congratulate our friends and classmates who have graduated at the end of 2005 knowing that there has been a great effort made by the students and at the same time we would like to congratulate the parent of the families that have supported the processes of their daughters and sons. ACG hopes that they will keep struggling forward with just a little more sacrifice to continue in their University careers. This is so that they will have more opportunities for work, to be each time more competent and to be able to unroll themselves from inside the reality that we live in as the indigenous people. Here we present to you the list of the graduates from the school year 2005.
1) Cruz Jiménez 


Teacher




2005

2) Alonso Domingo Pérez     
Bachelor in Science and Letters 

2005

3) Nuria Arely Morales Montejo 
Teacher Primary Bilingual Intercultural 
2005

4) Jesús Pedro Pedro 

Teacher Primary Bilingual Intercultural
2005

5) María Cristina Gómez Santay     Teacher Primary Billingual Intercultural
2005 

6) Juana Geanet Sucuquí de León  Teacher Primary Bilingual Intercultural
2005

7) María Carillo Soc             
 Teacher Primary Bilingual Intercultural
2005

8) Magdalena Marroquín Tipáz 
 Teacher Primary Bilingual Intercultural
2005

9) Margarito Gehovany López Chic Teacher Primary Bilingual Intercultural
2005

10) Luís López de León     Profesor Middle Education and Education Admin
2005

11) Sandra Marina Ixchop Us 
Technician in Local Development

2005

12) Francisco Lobos Lucas 

Technician in Local Development

2005

In order to finish up this piece of information in the name of the graduates and ACG we would like to take advantage of this space to thank deeply the supporters whose assistance made it possible for us to make reality the dreams of each one of the students. 
[image: image9.jpg]



Graduates in the Scholarship Program 2005

Classes of Art and Painting

ACG has given a very special space for a group of 55 indigenous boys and girls from 12 communities in the departments of El Quiché and Huehuetenango. They receive classes in Art and Painting so that they can be able to express some of their feelings, emotions and thoughts in drawings through their abilities and talents. The classes are in the mornings on Saturday from 8-11am.

At the end of 2005 (October 1-31) the boys and girls had the great opportunity to have an exposition in the Center of Formation of the Spanish Cooperative in Antigua, Guatemala. The title of the exposition was: “The Children of the Corn”. They presented 50 framed paintings of 8 Guatemalan legends with the exposition. The group of artists and ACG would like to take advantage of this opportunity to thank the persons who directly or indirectly were involved in bringing this exposition to pass, especially to Amaia Pérez organizer of the expositions and the volunteer Myriam Rommers, trainer of Art and Painting at ACG from Holland for her great effort and the delivery in the realization of this exposition.

Artisans

This is one more small space at ACG for the youth and children especially those who are not studying for diverse reasons so that they can prepare themselves in a branch of work. Currently we have 12 youth registered in the Artisans Program from the rural communities of Chicabracan I, Chicabracan II, Pacaja I and Pacaja II. In Guatemala the situation and opportunities for the girls is worse than that for the boys which can be seen with the experience of this group, made up of 9 girls and 3 boys. This reflects the reality that males have more opportunities than the girls. We are trying to erase this problem, but that will be a slow process. The themes which they have worked at are from the Mayan culture (Nature and Religious). This group already is moving into their third phase and they have advanced quite a bit. Congratulations…The products of this group are being sold for Q100 each one, if anyone would like to but one you can request at the ACG office from Monday through Friday during office hours. Also the products can be found at www.acgguatemala.org/shop/. We have asked that Ramón Silvester begin work with the group of youth and children in La Laguna de Nentón, Huehuetenango.
Weaving

ACG strengthens the use and the creation of the Maya dress and for this we have made a space for enthusiastic youth to learn to elaborate and weave typical cortes of the Quiché people. This program is made possible by the technical support of Francisco Medrado, an educator with a lot of talent. There are 7 youth that are currently receiving training. They are from the villages of Cucabaj I and II, Chicabracan I and II and Saq Ja’ (part of Uspantan, Quiché). These trainings require a lot of patience and nonetheless they are very happy with the learning that they are acquiring and to have this opportunity because it is not easy what they are being taught for many reasons. From this training we have cortes to sell for all the public. We are offering the cortes at a good price because it is for the purchase of more materials for the same trainings. Also the cortes can be found at www.acgguatemala.org/shop/. 
Improved Stoves

For our readers we would like to inform you that this program is under the Women’s program but for the weight and cost of the work the task has been assigned to the Youth Commission. This work goes with the objective of bettering the quality of life for the 2050 families of ACG (census 2002), especially the women and children that suffer daily the smoke which comes together in the preparation every time of the food. In this year we have delivered 16 stove tops to the community of San José Pacho Lemoa and in the middle of this year we will be delivering another 100 stove tops in the communities of the Ixcán in specific the communities of Victoria 20 de Enero and Ixtahuacán Chiquito. The cost of each stove installed into a house is an average of Q1500 each one.
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Delivery of Store materials to the beneficiaries in San José Pachó, Lemoa

Women’s Program

Report on MCA January to March 2006

January

· In the month of January 2006 we have made deliveries of credit for the MCA “bee” project in the communities of Choacaman II, Patzalam and Pacaja II.

· Choacaman II: In Choacaman II we delivered credit to 16 women in the group of Nueva Luz on the 20th of January, all within the first cycle of their loans where the amount invested is a total of Q8000.
· Patzalam: In Patzalam we made a delivery to 6 women in the group of Monja Blanca with a loan of Q500 for each one with the total invested in credit coming to Q3000 on the same day, the 20th of January, 2006.

· Pacaja II: In this community we delivered credit to 6 women in the group Las Rosas 2. All of the women are in their second cycle of credit. The total invested in credit for this group was Q6000. The delivery was made the 31st of January, 2006.

February

· In the month of February we made the delivery of credit to the community of Patzalam. In this community we made the delivery to 5 women from the group Monja Blanca 2, all received their first cycle of credit that was made on the 17th of February, 2006. The amount invested in credit was Q2500.

March

· In the month of March we made the delivery of credit to the communities of Pacaja II, Chitatul, Choacaman Quinto, Pachó Lemoa and Lemoa Central. 

· In Pacaja II we made the delivery of credit to the group Flor de Maria on the 3rd of March, 2006. 12 women begun their second cycle of loans and 6 women began their first cycle of loans for a total of 18 women and an investment in credit of Q14,500.

· In Chitatul on the 23rd of March, 2006 we made the delivery of credit to 9 women of the group La Bendición all within the first cycle of loans. The amount invested in credit was Q4500.

· In Choacamán Quinto we made the delivery of credit to 9 women of the group Las Flores on the 28th of March all within the first cycle of loans. The amount invested in credit was Q4000.

· In San José Pachó Lemoa and Lemoa Central on the 29th of March, 2006 we made the delivery of credit to 6 women, 3 of the group Nueva Humanidad and the other 3 from the group Flor de Lemoa,  all within the first cycle of loans. The amount invested in credit in these two communities was Q3000.
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Women of ACG benefiting from the Micro-Credit Plan in the Altiplano

Ecological Agro Farm San Carlos Borromeus

This year, at the end of the month of April we began with the construction of the two tanks (15m x 8m x 20cm) for the production of tilapia fish. In the month of August we will realize the installation of the fish and we foresee production in the month of February, March and April, 2007. This fish project of ACG has the objective of serving as a sample for the production and commercialization of the tilapia fishes in the region of the Altiplano.
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Construction of the Tanks
