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Introduction

With this bulletin we want to send many cordial greetings to all the communities of ACG; to all our members, supporters, and people in solidarity around the world. In these last moths we have really felt the solidarity of the world during the disaster of Hurricane Stan that affected all of Guatemala. We do not have the words with which to thank our communities who have gathered support for out brothers and sisters and with which to thank the international support that has arrived in ACG.
In this bulletin we tell of the work with the victims of Hurricane Stan and about the work of each commission in ACG, the Youth Commission, Means of Communication and Truth, and the Women’s Commission. 
.  

Reflection
The Christmas celebration has begun everywhere. It is an activity of catholic faith to celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus. Nonetheless, in these times it has been converted into an activity with economic ends. The big businesses have invested great sums of money for promotion and propaganda. The gifts have been translated into a requirement and have become an obligation. 

Every year, thousands of Guatemalan families suffer the expenses that put in danger there own survival. The extreme poverty extends irreversibly in the rural areas. For many, Christmas will be passed with cold and hunger just like every year.  
Making the situation worse, hundreds of communities were hit with force by the effect of Hurricane Stan in our country. Many lost their loved ones, crops, houses, and much more still remains at high risk. The situation is made worse for these communities when the institutions of the state do not channel the needed assistance. Above that, when the state fails in the relocation to places that provide living conditions and creating the adequate mechanisms for relocation. 
On the side of the communities who were not affected there has been a show of solidarity as they make their contributions in different ways. It is a show of solidarity and of satisfaction for those that give and joy for those that receive. The victims continue to receive this gesture of solidarity. We hope that this continues to assist a part of the needs of these families.
We hope that the government will comply with its obligations to give assistance to these communities and to not use this necessity of our brothers and sisters to strengthen political ends. 

The best way to feel good in this Christmas season is to encourage solidarity, respect, mutual assistance, and to contribute to a social change from our own families and communities.  

From the Popol Vuh, Third Section, Chapter 3

"Oh thou, Tzacol, Bitol! Look at us, hear us! Do not leave us, do not forsake us, oh, God, who art in heaven and on earth, Heart of Heaven, Heart of Earth! Give us our descendants, our succession, as long as the sun shall move and there shall be light. Let it dawn; let the day come! Give us many good roads, flat roads! May the people have peace, much peace, and may they be happy; and give us good life and useful existence! Oh, thou Huracán, Chipi-Caculhá, Raxa-Caculhá, Chipi-Nanauac, Raxa-Nanauac, Voc, Hunahpú, Tepeu, Gucumatz, Alom, Qaholom, Xpiyacoc, Xmucané, grandmother of the sun, grandmother of the light, let there be dawn, and let the light come!" 

Now, more than ever, it is necessary to remember our faith, whatever faith that you may practice is the last thing that we can lose. Now is the time for all of us, Christians, Catholics, Charismatics, those of the Mayan faith, Protestants, Presbyterians, atheists, all of us as brother and sister human being under the sun must unite as one people in order to confront these problems in our country, to help our own people to continue moving forward with their lives and find peace, justice, and hope in life. 
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1
Merry Christmas to all in the name of Cultural Action Guatemala. 

Youth Commission
“The Children of Corn October 2005”
Art exhibition in “El Centro de Formación de la Cooperación Española” Antigua Guatemala

The story of this group of these Children Artists of El Quiché starts in the year 1999. The name in their native language of the Maya-K’iche’ is: “Ak’alab’ Ajtz’ajnelab’ K’iche’”.

Their rich inheritance inspires them every time they take the paints and brushes into their hands. Each Saturday they come from 7 rural communities to “La Casa Luz del Arte” of ACG in Santa Cruz del Quiché, to involve themselves in their adventures of points, lines and colors. Their age range is between 9-17 years old. It is an intercultural experience between young people of the urban area of Santa Cruz del Quiché and young people from the rural communities of El Quiché, Huehuetenango and Totonicapán, who speak K’iche’, Mam and Poptí.

The parents and families of these young artists support them enthusiastically with their travel expenses. At the end of the year they receive a diploma, signed by UNESCO-Guatemala and ACG. This year they expressed 8 Mayan and Guatemalan legends in their artwork:

The Spirit of the Corn; who recommends not throwing out the corn, so that humanity will not suffer hunger.

The Discovering of the Corn; which tells us how the corn was found by people with the help of a wild cat, who discovered it inside a mountain within the Mam kingdom.

The Weaver and the Hummingbird; this is a legend which tells us about a young man who uses his supernatural power to change into a hummingbird, so that a young girl may fall in love with him.

The two brothers; the story is about two children who eat a great amount of wild honey in a Ceiba tree. When they don’t obey their mother, they change in two monkeys.

Xokomil; this is a love story about a Kaqchikel prince and a K’iche’ princess.

Their relation is forbidden by their communities. When the prince finds his princess killed by wild animals, he jumps with his beloved in the lake of Atitlán.

The love between the Sun and the Moon; this story explains the origin of the moon and the sun.

The Mountain which kept antique Pottery; the legend tells us about a farmer who discovers very old pottery in his cornfield. He brings it to his small daughters. That night, the young girls dream of their ancestors, who ask them to keep the pottery with formal persons.

The Spirit of the Water; The story tells us of a man who doesn’t respect the water and is told by the spirit to take care of it. He becomes aware that water makes the trees; the flowers and the corn grow.

Participation in the IV Fair of the Productive Woman in Quiché

The NGO CEFA has organized for the last four years these sales fair for artisans on behalf of the Quiché women. From 8 in the morning until 3 in the afternoon in central park you will see many colors and sales.
The Artisans group form ACG will also participate in this event. They are 6 girls and 2 boys from the village of Pacajá II group 1 and from Chicabracán I who have done many paintings on wood. In addition they have learned the art of colored glass. Pam Sparks taught them how to make both Mayan and Christian crosses. In the last 18 weeks the youth have made several sales to delegation and visitors in ACG.
The name of the group is New Hope or K’ak’ Iyeb’al in the Mayan language K’iche’. Currently all the youth are registered to studio of IGER to work and study in 2006

We hope that in 2006 we will have 20 participants in the artisans program from 3 communities. The ACG Youth commission congratulates the current youth artisans for their work with Mayan figures that strengthens the culture and creativity. 

Visit to the United Status

From the 21st of October to the 7th of November the Youth Commission Coordinator and Vice President of ACG Juan Carlos de León Ventura went on a journey in the United States along with the collaborator in ACG from Global Ministries Pablo Pitcher who acted as translator and guide. They visited many groups like churches and school that have been supporting ACG in order to share with them the realities in Guatemalan and the work of ACG. This trip was made possible with the support of the Illinois Maya Ministries and Global Ministries. 
The big finale of this trip was in a workshop about the Mayan Culture in the face of Globalization held in Chicago, IL. In total they visited 4 states: Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, and Indiana. 
It was a great experience for the two of them. 
Weaving

With this bulletin we would like to congratulate the Weavers of ACG who have put forth a great effort this year and now are making complete cortes of great quality in just a fraction of the time that they needed before. We will have space in 2006 for 10 more students for our training in traditional weaving in the headquarters of ACG. For more information please ask in the office of ACG. Take advantage of this opportunity!
Computers
In 2005 ACG has trained with the help of Pablo Pitcher 5 teachers of computers. We conducted 7 classes of training on the subject of teaching basic computers.

In 2006 we will have the following classes available
Basic Computers (parts of the computer, turning the computer on and off, etc.)

Microsoft Word and Excel

Advanced Computers

We are in the process of making the schedule for these classes. For more information please contact Juan Carlos de León Ventura at ACG. 

Scholarship Students
We are happy to be able to share with you that we now have 64 scholarship students in ACG. The 5th and 6th of December we conducted a workshop with all the scholarship students from all the zones.

We would like to congratulate all our scholarship students for their achievements this year! Keep it up!

Means of Communication and Truth Commission
ACG has continued participating actively in different activities that are being developed by the Inter-institutional coordinator for the promotion, divulgence, and defense of human right sin the department of El Quiché known by its acronym CODIHQ. They have developed workshops and meetings in order to confront the problems in human rights such as the case of the mining exploration and exploitation and the Free Trade Agreement.

From the 19th to the 21st of September we made an installation of the radio in the zone of the Ixcan for the organic farm Domingo Us Quixan.

From the 26th to the 28th of September there was a workshop about the Groups of Culture, Study and Production (CEPs) in which a great group of delegates participated form the zone of the Altiplano along with a representation of the groups in the other zones. The themes of the workshop were “The role of the Christian before globalization and open pit mining. 

From the 24th to the 26 of October there was the final workshop with the ACG radio operators on the general level. 35 people participated from all the ACG zones. 

The third workshop of radio operators on the general level at ACG was made with the objective of consolidating the network of radios of communication that have been installed in the different communities. The presence of all the operators served to make an evaluation of the different problems that have been presented us in these three years of experience allowing us to better our work. In this workshop we saw themes of much importance like the theme of trans-genetic products and the manner in which it fill out a ticket of denouncement about violations of human rights. 
General Objective
Consolidate the network of radios of communication at ACG, evaluate what we have done to try and better the work with the communities.

Specific Objectives

Establish what will be the new roles in our community work as radio operators.


Alter the workshop the participants will know how to fill out a ticket of denouncement in regards to human rights violations. 

The participants will know about trans-genetic products and their affects upon our lives. 
During these last few months we have been working on the elaboration and design and printing of the ACG Calendar for the year 2006.

On the 31st of October we made a visit to the community of Nuevo Porvenir to repare and reinstall one of the radios.
We have actively participated in the programs of radio fans as a part of the requirements for receiving a QSL card on the general level. This is one of the activities in the requirements for operating a radio on the international level. 

On the 22nd and 23rd of November we installed the radio in the community of Saq Ja’ in the municipality of Uspantan. With this installation we have arrived at a total of 19 radios installed in an equal number of communities. 
Information regarding the relief aide for Panabaj and other villages surrounding Santiago, Atitlan

During the armed internal conflict in Guatemala, the village of Santiago, Atitlan was hi hard. This year the forces of nature have seriously affected the communities during the passing of Hurricane Stan in the country. The night of October 5th will remain marked in the minds of all those that survived. The hurricane provoked a mud slide that buried almost in totality the village of Panabaj, burying many victims beneath 2 to 3 meters of mud. As of November 2, the means of communication in the country have only recognized 77 mortal victims identified and hundreds disappeared. The authorities have declared the area a cemetery but still there is no clarity as to what will happen with the survivors who remain currently in shelters.

The association Acción Cultural Guatemalteca ACG has felt the pain of all our brothers and sisters that have survived this unfortunate event. From the first moment of the tragedy we began a campaign with our base communities for the contributions of support. Many communities have responded. In addition, we made an announcement by means of the Internet to see if our brothers and sisters from other countries could come to our aide. Before this call many people from different churches of the United States, many who are a part of Global Ministries have responded to our call.

On the 10th of November three members of ACG who made up part of the Emergency commission and the volunteer Pablo Pitcher traveled to Santiago, Atitlan in order to distribute aide directly to those affected which we would in six shelters of the municipal head in Santiago, Atitlan. The aide given consisted of kitchen utensils in accordance with a study made by the members of the Emergency commission a week before. An analysis of the assistance that had been received up to that point was done finding that basic grains (food) had been given and it was determined that what they were lacking were pots, pitchers, skillets, ladles, plates and cups so that they can serve the food which has arrived. As we delivered the assistance, the people were happy and grateful to ACG and Global Ministries for the gesture of solidarity.

There are many people who need assistance and they asked us for support; nonetheless, we had to say that that would depend on the assistance we receive which then we would bring to them.

Men and women both manifested that the form of giving the aide directly to the people is a good method, for many governmental instances have offered aide but it is very little that they have actually received.

And he commanded the crowd to sit down on the ground; and he took the seven loaves, and having given thanks he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. Mark 8:6
Diagnostics conducted in the departments of Quiché, Sololá, and Huehuetenango by the Emergency Commission of ACG
Acción Cultural Guatemalteca ACG with the desire to be in solidarity with the communities affected by Hurricane Stan has conducted the following diagnostic in the aforementioned departments with the objective of understanding the needs, their petitions and the living conditions. The diagnostic is structured in the following manner:

Municipality and Department visited: Santiago Atitlán, Sololá.

Affected Communities: Pachichaj, Panaj, Panul, Xechivoy y Panabaj.

Phenomenom that created the disaster: Mudslides
Report of the visit to these communities:

We observed that the personas that were affected in the 5 communities had lost the homes, lands, and the few things that they had in their homes and for this reason they had to take refuge in the shelters that are in the urban schools of Santiago, Atitlán. 
Needs encountered:

Lands, houses, cooking utensils, tools.

Decision of the Directive group of ACG:

The directive group of ACG decided to assist the people in these communities affected with kitchen utensils. 
Beneficiaries
6       Shelters
217   Families
1,012 People
Municipality and Department visited: Chichicastenango, Quiché. 

Affected Communities: Panimaché III, Agua Escondida y Chuexá Primero “A”.

Phenomenom that created the disaster: Mudslides and flooding rivers.

Report of the visit to these communities:

We observed that in the three communities there were many who had lost their homes and many who had lost parts of their lands. The people that lost their homes have had to board with the family members and neighbors.

Needs encountered:

Land, houses, food.

Decision of the Directive group of ACG:

The directive group of ACG decided to assist the people in these communities affected by the disaster with food: corn, beans, sugar, salt, noodles, rice, and oil.

Beneficiaries

71 Families

410 Persons.
3. Municipality and Department visited: Tectitán, Huehuetenango.

Affected Communities: Los Jardines, Tojul, Tichumel, Sacchumbá, El Coro, Tuisboché, Barrio las Flores, Checua, Cuatro Caminos y Manzanales.

Phenomenom that created the disaster: Mudslides 
Report of the visit to these communities:

We could observe that in the 10 visited communities there were many people who lost there homes and others lost a part of their lands. The people who lost their homes are staying with family and neighbors. 
Needs encountered
Lands, houses, food.

Decision of the Directive group of ACG:

The directive group of ACG decided to assist the people in these communities affected with food consisting of corn, beans, sugar, salt, noodles, rice, and oil. 
Beneficiaries
305    Families.

1,830 People.

Women’s Commission
Micro-Credit and Savings MCA
MCA is a project that includes communities: Pacajá , Lemoa, Choacaman II, Cucabaj II and many other communities, each time we are increasing the number of beneficiaries who are included within this Project.

In the most recent activities we have included the new communities of Choacaman II, Cucabaj II, Pacajá I, Zona 2, Xatinap I. In some of these communities the Project already existed and we only increased the number of women in the Project while in other communities this is a new project. In total we now have 370 women in the project. 

On the 31st of August we made the delivery of credit to the community of Pachó Lemoa with 4 new women in the group Nueva Humanidad. 

The 30th of September we delivered credit with 6 beneficiaries in zone 2 of Quiché.

In the month of October we delivered credit in the communities of: Pacaja I with 12 women, Cucabaj II with 9 beneficiaries on the 15th of November, and on the 25th of November in Xatinap I with 12 women

There is one remaining community who will receive credit in 2006 but already we have conducted 2 meetings with them before the delivery. This group is in Choacaman II with 22 women who will be new beneficiaries of the Project. 

In the year 2006 we are charged with a lot of work with many women and we are happy because this is our objective that many women can benefit and be strengthened in their productive activities.
Amaranth Project

Amaranth was grown as the principle grain crop by the Mayas and Aztecs 5,000 to 7,000 years ago. Its cultivation was prohibited by the Spanish invaders in the 16th. century. The grain was known to be nourishing to infants and to provide energy and strength to warriors on extended trips. It has a higher protein and lysine content than corn or soy, and the best amino acid balance of any other cereal. The rural development program of ACG considers it an ideal crop to combat the 70% of malnourished children in the North West Highlands of Guatemala, and in May we launched a major campaign to promote its cultivation in our rural communities.
