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Introduction

Dear brother and sister members of Guatemalan Christian Action (ACG), people of Guatemala, and friends around the world. Once again, we send you our fraternal salutations, by means of this Bulletin of ACG news. Here we have included information about the work, currently in progress, of our different programs within the organization and information from some of our communities.

Reflection

Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you cleanse the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of extortion and rapacity.  You blind Pharisee! first cleanse the inside of the cup and of the plate, that the outside also may be clean.”

(Mattew 23, 25-26)
For the last four years the government of our country was under FRG (Frente Republicano Guatemalteco) control, and now a public light has been shed on the means by which they robbed us and left in their wake much poverty and death, influencing and lying through the heads of the supposed leaders to sew hate and vengeance. This resulted in a social decomposition that leaves us at the mercy of organized crime and the mafia that has infiltrated the structures of our government. Who knows what more will be placed upon the backs of the Guatemalan people. The new supposed leaders that have come into power will be designing new methods to rob again and again. Our new government today presents a good public face, pursuing and putting in prison the corrupt members of the FRG, but we know that this is another government that is on the side of the large contributors and promoters and not on the side of the majority of the population. Now it is being said that Alfonso Portillo, the ex president of the Republic, seeks to finance the creation of a new party. What is the purpose of this party? Will it work to serve the people? It has remained clear that the only thing desired by those in the government is to take advantage of their power in order to rob this country of its wealth and resources. This has left us without honest political leaders to govern. Or is this the plan that they have had all along? As one example of this crisis in our leadership, we see a pattern as Mr. Vinicio Cerezo Arévalo left the presidency to become deputy of the Central American Parliament (PARLACEN), then was elected as a deputy to the Congress of the Republic and has since been reelected many times to this position. In addition,  we follow this same pattern with Mr. Arzú, who was mayor of Guatemala City, arrived at the presidency, moved on to PARLACEN and now again is the mayor of Guatemala City. Are we to follow a circular pattern with the same leaders or will they finally release the noose and bring in the right Guatemalans to terminate once and for all this crisis in our government?

This situation brings us to this reflection: that we cannot forget that we are a people and a people with dignity. We are a people that have the power of decision and we are a people who can govern, following the principles of a truthful democracy. Sometimes we are left only holding on to the hope that our leaders will actually govern and see that it is not important to us when they only inform us of the millions that have been robbed from our people under the corruption. We remember that this money is from the taxes that we pay on the good that we buy and sell. These taxes must be transformed into roads, drinkable water, schools, clinics, and all that we need to develop our communities. Now we are asking; how can we begin a good government? The answer is the same in all our communities, that the power of the people must be strengthened in our country. We must support and work with our community authorities, we cannot do this alone. The immoral people that remain in our communities must be dealt with by everyone. “There will be many problems, but in addition we are many to resolve them”. Onward brothers and sisters, work together to better our communities and our country!

Happy are those who work for peace for they shall be known as children of God”. Mat. 5, 9
News from ACG

Ecological Agriculture Center of San Carolus Borromeus, ACG

On March 8, 2004 we officially inaugurated, with the presence of 54 of our women promoters from the Ixcán, Barillas, Alta Verapaz and Altiplano zones, the Ecological Agriculture Center of San Carolus Borromeus, in the Choacaman Community, 8 kilometers from Santa Cruz del Quiché. The Mayan ceremony of blessing was conducted by the daykeeper Ismael Quinillo. Ismael is from the same community and managed the technical equipment for the center. The 8th of March was chosen in order to coincide with the presence of the women promoters that had participated in the 4th workshop of Agronomy and Zoology and because it was the International Day for Women. The following day there was a ecumenical celebration in the same place, with a reflection from the bible over the new lands, taken from the book of Isaiah, chapter 65. Later, representatives from each zone sewed 3 fruit trees of lemon, orange, and avocado in memory of this event.

The idea to create this center was born among the women of CITMA, the women’s group of ACG. After the passing of Hurricane Mitch in 1998, a bout of cholera took the lives of 15 members in the community of Chicabracan in less than 48 hours. In a meeting of CITMA held after these events, they decided to initiate a series of trainings on traditional Mayan medicine so that in the future they would be able to confront and prevent other grave epidemics. In two years 48 women have gained knowledge in the process and elaboration of various herbal medicines, the creation of dyes, poultices, soaps, shampoos and their application. At the beginning of the trainings, CITMA asked for the use of the lot of land where now sits the central house of ACG in order to sew their plants. After 2 years, this plot was too small for their needs and thus they began the search for another more adequate location. With a donation from the Foundation San Carolus Borromeus they bought 97 cords of land (1 cord is 30 meters x 30 meters) with its own well and constructed an adobe house. Since the year 2003 we have been able to gain funds in order to develop the Center and put in more infrastructure.

Responding to a solicitation in 2001 from the members of ACG in the Ixcán, with the same donation of funds from the Foundation, 17 cords of land were bought in the community of San Francisco, near Cantabal, with the same purpose in mind. In 2004 the project ‘Agro-Ecological Center of Domingo Us Quixán’ was presented to a network of friends in the United States and we have many hopes of gaining funds for the development of this site in the coming months. The center in the Ixcán possesses the name Domingo, one of the founders of ACG, who was assassinated on his land in Santa María Tzejá June 28, 2001.

The objective of the Agro-Ecological Centers of ACG is to better the family incomes of the 2,050 families in 36 communities, identify alternative forms of organic production; agricultural, animal, and forrestal, of products ecologically acceptable and economically viable, and offer these to the communities with an adequate technical training and means for commercialization.

The centers are based on three solid principals:

1. The physical infrastructure of the Center, its services and its productive activities: sowing of vegetables, medicinal plants, fruit trees, domestic seed banks, growth of domestic animals and the elaboration of traditional medicinal products. The Center adopts a model of the organic principals of production including: respect for nature, not using contaminating agents in production, seeing the land and water as living forms; as such to manage the production in a scientific manner but in union with our Mother Earth.

2. The technical training of 72 promoters, 2 from each of the 36 communities where ACG works. These promoters have been elected by their own communities. The trainings relate to the growth and care for the domestic animals: rabbits, chickens, sheep, and milk goats; organic agriculture; projects of water and land conservation; organic fertilizer: animals, greens, and organic material in general, dry latrines for fertilizer; the cultivation of medicinal herbs, plants, and their use; reforestation of native species and others ecologically appropriate.

3. The groups of Culture, Education, and Production (CEPs) in each community. These are the instruments with which to share with the communities these received trainings, not only in the workshops of CITMA, la women’s commission, the workshops of COPAJ, the youth commission, and the workshops of MCV, the commission of Mediums of Communication and Truth. Provided with the cultural material and studies in groups we can relate with the two publications of ACG: The Little News and Green Link. Provided with the materials of production in groups we can relate with the seeds of herbs, flowers, medicinal plants, fruit trees, and domestic animals along with art, drawing, music, and rituals

The groups each have their own principles

· Identification with the vision, mission, objectives, and statutes of ACG

· Free entry and consent to form the group

· To make decisions among all the members

· Promote study and discussion

· Promote service activities

· Work carefully with mother nature

· Respect the cultural values of the community

· Integrate the group into the community

Information about the ACG community of Saq Ja’

Location of the community

The community of Saq Ja’ can be found approximately 10 kilometers north of the community of Macalajau in the Municipality of Uspantán.

It is a 2-3 hour walk by foot from Macalajau. The route is only accessible to people and mules. Many governments have promised to construct a road for the community, but none have followed through on this offer up to this moment.

The community of Saq Ja’ is known also by the Spanish name of El Desengaño. No one knows the origin of the Spanish name and the community prefers the Mayan name of Saq Ja’ (Crystal Water). There is a great waterfall in the community that is the origin of this Mayan name.

Mayan History

In Saq Ja’ there are many traces of the old Maya civilization (remains of a temple, ceramics, caverns, etc.). The archeological center is found on a hill known as “A hill in the middle of hills” (Panikjuyab’). In the past there were many work of art in jade there and many kamawiles (mayan figurines), but unfortunately the majority of these were stolen. In 1968 two helicopters descended upon the hill and the occupants stole much of the Mayan works of art.

Origin of the community of inhabitants of the ethnicity Maya K’iche’

In approximately 1920 various leaders of the community called Chajb’al, in the Municipality of San Pedro Jocopilas left their family lands in search of more fertile lands in which to better their situation in life.

They found the lands of Saq Ja’ that border the Plantation of San Francisco. In the past the inhabitants around this community spoke Uspanteko. Nevertheless, they gradually little by little adopted the K’iche’ culture.

September 11, 1981 is remembered by the community as a sad date in the community’s history for on this day many people died at the hands of the Guatemalan Army soldiers and all the houses with all their belongings were burned to the ground. In addition many of their animals were killed. Those who were able fled, some to the capital as displaced people or to other places and countries. Before the repression of the community there were 125 families, but by the end none were left on the lands. The Army occupied the catholic church in lower Saq Ja’ and machine gunned their image of the Virgin Mary. The area remained an area of fierce fighting among the guerillas and the army. Afterwards the names of the dead and disappeared were enrolled with the Commission of the True History.

It was not until the 1990s that a few of the families began to return. Little by little they were newly united with other descendents of those killed. Now there are 54 families: 9 in upper Saq Ja’ and 45 in lower Saq Ja’.

Education

In the center of lower Saq Ja’, at the edges of the river, you will find a primary school with only one room. Attending this school are 50 local children in the different primary school grades.

There are 17 students from Saq Ja’ who study in the levels of Basico, Magisterio, y Diversificado in Uspantán and other sites outside of Saq Ja’. Six of these are girls. University Church in Chicago supports these students with scholarships. In addition University Church has helped the community with a potable water project, a community house, and a corn grinder.

At this moment, there is a new school under construction with 7 rooms that will function as an Institute for the Basico students of the community and neighboring communities. The materials for construction of this new school were carried from Macalajau on the backs of mules and by the lungs of the inhabitants. Now they are only missing doors, windows, and the school equipment. There aim is for the school to open its doors in 2005.

Delegation from Chicago and ACG

On April 12 a delegation from University Church in Chicago and a few collaborators from ACG left to visit the community for 4 days.

We were received in a very special manner in the community, with leaves, flowers, incense and a group of children who met us with flower petals.

We were housed in the community house of upper Saq Ja’. On the side of the community house, there is a kitchen where the women of the community took turns preparing us a variety of delicious meals. Each day the house was adorned with fresh floors.

Mural Painting

The delegation, representatives of the community and ACG-COPAJ made a beautiful mural on one wall of the new Basico Institute. It is quite big, for it is 3 meters wide and 2 and a half meters tall. Among the group there were various drawings made on paper about the relationship of friendship between Saq Ja’ and Chicago. We put together all the ideas to make one drawing and later placed this drawing on the wall in chalk. Many people were a part of painting this mural and it came out beautiful…

Domestic Animals

The sheep from the domestic animals project of ACG-CITMA are doing quite well in the community, where always there are green pastures. There are 19 beneficiaries of this project. In addition there are 7 members with chickens. The directive of ACG-CITMA has said that this community is well united.

Cultural Night

On the night of April 16 the community organized a very special cultural night that was blessed with a prayer to the Creator and Former. The children presented significant works of drama and beautiful songs. The community baked 220 loaves of bread for all and had hot coffee along with the sweet bread. It was a night never to be forgotten!

Thanks

In this space we would like to extend a special thanks to our friends Virgilio, Garry, and Pablo who did so much to prepare for this wonderful visit of the delegation and ACG. We were so happy as well with the members of the community who took responsibility to make the visit a grand event. We were encouraged by their continuation with community development in a land abandoned for the blood of so many martyrs. That the God of Life, Our Creator and Former protects them and blesses them always. ACG-MCV

Information from the Commission of Means of Communication and Truth ACG-MCV

Radio Workshop

The first radio workshop of this year among the operators from the different communities and zones of ACG was conducted on March 15-17, 2004 with the title “Traveling to the communities by the means of radios of communication”. This serves as a reminder of one of the general objectives of MCV following the general Assembly: “To provide the communities with a means to know and defend their rights”.

General Objective of the workshop:

To strengthen the defense of human rights in communities with radios of communication. 

Specific Objective of the workshop:

· To strengthen our knowledge of the process that has formed ACG

· To learn what is a “frequency”

· To learn about the human rights in Agreement 169

During this workshop we took up the following themes: A deepening of our knowledge about our organizational part as members of ACG; about the Commission and that which we form part, that is, the Commission of Means of Communication and Truth; about the radio frequencies; that which was related to us with the participation of our sisters Sebastiana and the director of Radio Quiché Isabel Can. The situation in Guatemala was also discussed along with international rights of the indigenous populations, put forth in Agreement 169.

The participants are thankful to ACG, DARF/U-CAN from the United States and to Caritas of Switzerland for the support that they have offered to us.

During this workshop a video about the installation of a radio of communication was watched. The video was produced by the DARF/U-CAN group and translated into Spanish by ACG-MCV.

Visits to follow the Radio project of ACG in 2004

On the 27th of January the community of Chicabracán II, Lemoa village, Municipality of Santa Cruz del Quiché was visited. On the 23rd of March the community of Buena Vista 15 de Mayo, of the Municipality de Nentón, Huehuetenango. On April 19-21 the communities of El Sector II de Chinacobeja, Resurrecion Balam, in the Municipality of Fray Bartolomé de las Casas, Alta Verapaz; Nuevo Porvenir y Copal AA la Esperanza of the Municipality Cobán, Alta Verapaz were visited. The purpose of these visit was to observe the states of the radio projects in these communities. There was communication with the operators to see what have been the difficulties for them thus far, how they have been resolved, and what would be their suggestions to better the communication and above all, to reaffirm that there work is already a service of much importance. In some communities it was possible to speak with the entire community. During these meetings it was possible to provide information about the current state of the project and to ask the community to support their operators. In all of these communities, it was agreed that the radio project has been helpful in covering any emergency to the various messages and information provided. 

Participation in the PDH Seminary

A representative of ACG participated in the Seminary Workshop titled “Rights of the Indigenous Peoples, Observance, and Application in the Public Service.” This workshop was organized through the PDHG and conducted on the 18-20th of February, 2004 in Hotel Rey Quiché. The participants included leaders and various promoters of Human Rights from the different communities. The three days of the workshop were very interesting. The central theme was that relative to the rights of the indigenous populations. The final day various exercises were conducted to elaborate on the demands of the International Court, which finalized the rights of Indigenous Populations by legal means on the national level. Of the presenters who participated, one was from Peru. We learned much in this activity and were able to include information from this workshop in the Radio Workshop, including the Agreement 169.

News from the Youth Coordinator ACG-COPAJ

It is a great joy for me in the name of the Commission for Youth of ACG to have this opportunity to share these works that we are bringing to fruition in the communities with the individuals, families, friends, churches, organizations, NGOs, and international organizations that support our work here. Our work is conducted in order to lead to the sub-development of Guatemala. This position was created in 1994 at ACG with the objective to create spaces of economic and cultural participation for the youth of our communities in order to assure their participation in the community development of the Mayan Culture and Christian Faith. This decision was made in accordance with our experiences from the groups in the communities of three departments where we work: Huehuetenango, Alta Verapaz, Quiché. They gave us an account of the necessity for training in art, the music of the traditional marimba, the creation of cortes (mayan traditional skirt), dance and music, painting, weaving,  and assistance in organized education. We have since had two seminaries, gatherings, workshops, and  excursions where we have developed themes like: The mission of Jesus is the mission of the Children, Self Esteem, the participation of youth in community development, the Peace Accords, alcoholism and drug addiction, cultural values, duality, the relationship of the Mayan education to an organized education.

Currently we are working on the following projects of:

· Organized Education

· Painting and Art

· Craftsmanship in Typical Cortes

· Dance and Music

· Computer Classes

Organized Education

The support of the organized education was begun in 1997, with a group of four from three communities in the Altiplano. Many thanks for the support and voluntary collaboration that has been assisting us in this process of development of different areas of work in ACG. It was in this manner that we are able to pass an important step in the support of education and has been extended now to other zones. Currently there are 54 scholarship students in the three departments that were mentioned above. We are supporting student’s in the levels of diversificado, middle and upper. These students are studying in different schools of the country and one of the most interesting aspects is that there are an equal number of female and male participants. On April 4th and 5th of 2004 we conducted the first national gathering of the students in a marvelous event. We developed themes like: the history of ACG, self-esteem, and the relation of the mayan education with organized education in a time of sharing the rich experience of the work of study and in the field.

Painting and Art

This work was initiated in 1999 with a group of 20 youth from Chacula Nueva Esperanza and Nentón, Huehuetenango and later became focused on work with the youth in the Altiplano zone. Currently we are working with 8 communities: Cucabaj I, Chicabracan II, Pacaja II, San José Pacho Lemoa, Santa Cruz del Quiché, Choacaman V, Choacaman I, and the village of Chitatul with 35 youth from the ages of 10-16. The youth are very enthusiastic and participate happily now that there is a center to teach them courses on drawing. The classes are held on Saturdays. At the end of the year 2003 the youth exhibited their works in el Sitio de Antigua, Guatemala where they were able to sell a few of the paintings. There have been two contests now on drawing with the participation of the youth from the three departments with the prizes ranging from Q200 to Q25. This contest is conducted every two years.

Craftsmanship in Typical Cortes

In 2003 we started with the training in the creation of cortes with 10 youth anxious to learn how to make traditional cortes with the collaboration of a specialist in the field. Now we have a number of cortes from the first and second efforts for sale as a product of these trainings. They have expressed their happiness with ACG that this project has given them support and the power to realize their dreams. Since this training for them, no one has been able to remove their knowledge and, in addition, they have the means to obtain a monetary assistance for their families.

Dance and Music

In the artistic activities we are working arduously in order to train a group of youth in the music of the marimba and in dance. Of the pieces we have played, some have been our own compositions and some from other groups. Of particular interest is that we have a group of youth dancers that has participated on the levels of the community, departmental, regional, national, and international. We have conducted presentations during cultural nights in the communities, in the patron gatherings, with the brothers Cunas of Panama, Xincas in Honduras and Garifunas. We accept any invitation of which we are advised at least two months in advance of the presentation. The dances that we present focus on the cultural not folkloric.

Computer Classes

These courses were begun at the end of 2003 and have continued into 2004. They are courses to reinforce the education from the different educational centers. One of the problems that lies in front of the students in the centers is that, many times, they are two and three people to a computer because the centers cannot afford enough computers for everyone. We felt obligated to provide classes in which they would have the opportunity to better manage themselves on the computer at home and at work. We hope that in the coming year we will get approval from the Ministry of Education and be able to create a formal Academy of Computers that can handle more interested students. 

Information from ACG-MCA
In January MCA began its micro-credit program work in the Ixcán in the community of Pueblo Nuevo Ixcán and on the 1st and 2nd of March we were able to deliver the results of that project, with a total of 24 women benefiting from the project and also increasing the number of women involved with MCA in the Altiplano. We count 47 new partners in 2004, and another 40 from 2003 to total 87 women who have benefited from this project. We conducted interviews with these women before granting them their credit.

Domestic Animals

We have monitored in the Altiplano communities, along with the partners who have benefited from the projects, the chicken, rabbits, goats, and sheep. On the 8th of March we conducted a workshop with the Domestic Animal promoters of the four zones in the different communities.

April 19-23 of April we were able to meet with the communities in Alta Verapaz.

Community Notes

Drastic Accident

On April 10, the Giant Saturday of Glory during Holy Week, there was an accident of a pick up truck that was carrying a number of men, among these was our friend Sebastian Lorenzo, member of the coordination of ACG-MCV and resident of the community of Montebello MOMONLAC, in the municipality of Barillas, Huehuetenango. The accident occurred between the community of La Ceiba and Nuevo Edén, in the municipality of Barillas. The vehicle took various flips down into a deep gorge, but thanks to a huge tree that was in the way as they rolled down the hill, they remained stuck, without which we would surely me lamenting the death of all its occupants. Nevertheless, of the passengers, the most gravely injured was our friend Sebastian. In Barillas they could not attend adequately to his condition and thus he was transferred to Queztaltenango. Here he was kept until on April 27th when he could return to his community. We hope that our friend with have a full recovery for the happiness of his family and community. All of ACG sends their solidarity for our brother Sebastian and his family.

Leadership Workshop

On the 1st and 2nd of April was held a training workshop with the members of the Directors Counsel, the Executive Directorate, along with the Coordinators of each of the work projects (ACG-CITMA, ACG-COPAJ,ACG-MCV), the Project Coordinator, the ACG Legal Representative, and the entire ACG-CITMA group and its collaborators. The central theme of this workshop was the legal significance of a Civil Society, an Association, and a Foundation but above all, that which is an Association. This workshop responded to the decision that was made during the IX (ninth) General Assembly of ACG to change ACG from a Civil Society to an Association. At the end of the workshop, many important agreements were made about this transition. The hope is that this year we will gain the confirmation of the new Association.

Visit from the Reverend Felix Ortiz Cotto

On March 9 we were blessed with a visit from the Reverend Felix Ortiz Cotto, Director of the Latin American and Caribbean Office of Global Ministries, UCC and Disciples of Christ. Their headquarters are in Indianapolis in the United States. The Executive Directorate of ACG met with him to share information about our work with the communities. He was very supportive of our work and its progress and offered his, and Global Ministries, solidarity. We are thankful to the two churches that he represents for their continued solidarity and recognition of our community needs and the support that they maintain with ACG through the presence of collaborators and economic support. He shared with the scholarship students his happiness that they were benefiting from their scholarships, which cover a part of their educational costs since Global Ministries participates with other agencies in the financing of this project. He listened with interest to the word from the group of scholarship students Maya K’iche’ as they talked about their wishes for the future. These are youth that have suffered the effects of the armed conflict in Guatemala. In addition, the representative of the scholarship students from the return community of Santa Maria Tzejá was present who also receives support from Global Ministries.

House of Health and Hope

ACG has always been searching for a way to help the communities with their health problems. At this moment, we would like to share the wishes and good thoughts of our two friends that have offered theirs services for those who need assistance for their pains. In the House of Health and Hope they attend to all on Thursdays during the week in order to give the following services: Massages to control or cure sprains and fractures of the bones, Massages and the application of Reiki methods to cure any sickness and recommendations about the use of medicinal plants. The have made themselves available to all people who wish to obtain treatment in the Mayan Center for Culture and Development of ACG, in Santa Cruz del Quiché.

This Publication has been made possible thanks to the support of Caritas of Switzerland

Share this bulletin with your friends, neighbors, and co-workers.
Acción Cristiana Guatemalteca ACG...

Means of Communication and Truth ACG

