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Introduction

Friends around the world, the commission in charge of the elaboration of this news bulletin sends you a fraternal greeting. In this bulletin we include information on the different activities being carried out at ACG, information from our communities, and news of the situation of Guatemala. 

Reflection

In reality the prevailing situation in Guatemala currently is troublesome. Every day, president Oscar Berger demonstrates that he is only governing the country to protect the interests of the rich and the foreign transnational companies. From this we can see that he is accepting the conditions imposed on him by the United States government. 

We are going to talk a little about the Treaty of Free Trade TLC (CAFTA). On March 11 the treaty was ratified in the Guatemalan Congress of the Republic. A great majority of the deputies voted in favor of the treaty and only minority voted against its ratification. While this was happening in the Congress, the civil organizations carried out protests in rejection of the treaty pointing out that the deputies were incompetent, traitors, and were responsible for the chaos that will affect the country as a consequence of the negative effects of this commercial treaty. The only winners here are the rich and the transnational foreign companies. 

An example of what the treaty will bring to Guatemala and the unequal competition that the United States imposes on the countries of Latin America, can be seen in the case of Mexico. The producers of corn Mexico have stopped receiving economic revenues since they cant compete with the low price that the producers of corn from the United States can offer . These producers (of the USA) receive a subsidy for their work; that is to say that the government pays them economically according to the quantity that they take produce, which allows them to sell their products at a very low price to the consumers. This means that in Guatemala this problems will be bigger. Here, no subsidies are given to the agricultural sector and because of that our ability to compete will be thrown out. 

Once signed this commercial treaty will open the doorway to foreign products, mainly, of the United States, at a much lower cost and it will eliminate the market for national products. This not only refers agricultural products, but of many other products. The small  producers and the merchants, what they call the micro businesses, will disappear little by little which will result in increased unemployment and more poverty. On the other hand it is said that, “there will be a wider variety of products and that the consumers will have more options for lower prices.” However, we must consider what is inside these “transgenetic” products (“Trans” comes from transformation and genetic from “gene” which refers to the small cells that they are formed in the body.) T will be products that have been injected by hormones and other substances so that they grow quicker and are bigger. That is to say, products genetically modified. Many of these products are injected with chemical substances harmful to the consumer's health. Here in Guatemala there are no laws controlling the quality of the products and as the consumers we never notice or understand the labels on the products which we consume.

For this the United States will impose the Treaty of Free Trade with Guatemala for many, many years because the effects will continue for a long long time. Although, in addition, many of the effects will be felt in the short term. At the same time as this treaty the “Law of Concessions” descends upon us (to sell to private companies services of this nation so that they can be exploited.) This Law brings with it the privatization of public services: national hospitals, the centers of health, the schools of the state, the water, the highways, recreational centers, airports, etc. We all have felt the consequences of the privatization of the electric power in our communities. Before electric power was at the hands of the INDE and now the proprietors are a transnational Spanish company called UNION FENOSA that controls the service through DEORSA and DEOCSA. Day by day the prices rise on the consumption of the light and we receive bills that do not reflect our actual usage of electricity. 

In regards to the politics of economic globalization at the world level which is protected by the World Organization of the Trade –OMC - this is where the Treaty of Free Trade enters (TLC). All that matters is that the people consume. And when we speak of consuming we talk of the purchase of televisions, sound systems, clocks, cellular, electric apparatuses, cosmetic beauty products, packed products, of consumption newspaper, etc. And those that don't consume these products, are people that don’t count, they are the leftovers. And what does it mean when something is leftover? That it can get sick, that it can go hungry, that it dies and is forgotten in the marginalized places of this country. That this system doesn't care for it. The only thing that interests the system is economic gain. 

Oscar's Berger government says that there is an initiative in this law, on par with the TLC that they call “social compensation” but that is not approved by the Congress and has little hope of being approved. What does this mean? That the government and the deputies know that the TLC is not good for the majority of the population, that they have only been puppets manipulated by the rich and the transnational companies of which they surely are in debt to  for a campaign contribution or because they actually have the and not the government. In the United States there are a lot of people that are against the TLC, including people of the Congress. 

When we speak of this situation, many things come to mind and we ask ourselves many questions such as: What can we do? Will we allow them to continue exploiting us? What will happen with the future generations? Will there be hope for a change? The answers are many, among them: That  hope is the last thing that will be lost. Let us begin by trusting in ourselves and then trusting in others.  By organizing ourselves instead of waiting for others to organize. Let us raise our voices and let us claim our rights without waiting for our neighbors to make the first move, let us take our sons and daughters to the meetings and let us not get tired of talking about our problems and of looking for a solution. We think that the municipal mayors, the deputies and that our own president  are the ones that can exercise power because we choose them during the elections. But if they are not fulfilling their duties of bringing justice, security, and development to our communities, we have the universal right to speak and make them comply with their duties. If we realize that our choices in leadership have gone astray, let us look for alternatives, and organize better. The real power is in our communities, it is with the people, let us become one people. Don’t allow them to keep dividing us. Let us remember that the one that divides,  conquers. And it has been that way for centuries. From when the Spanish invaders imposed their will upon us, robbing the indigenous people, up to the recent evictions from our lands. We have to write a different history. Let us fight for the academic development of our children. 

If we came can come to an agreement to not consume the transnational companies products like, for example, carbonated products such as Coca Cola and Pepsi Cola, this would hurt them. Also, if we could unite the organizations that have rejected the TLC as a neoliberal politics on level of Latin America and the rest of the world. We are not alone. They are many people that are opposed to this course. 

Report from the Means of Communication and Truth Commission MCV

On January 28 two solar panels were installed at the farm San Carolos Borromeus to generate energy for the illumination of the house. 

From Sunday the 6th to Thursday the 11th of February we carried out the visits relating to the radio project in the communities of: Sepoc of the Sector II of Chinacobejá, municipality of Fray Bartolomé de las Casas; Nuevo Porvenir, municipality of Cobán in the department of Alta Verapaz and Cimientos de la Esperanza, municipality of Ixcán of the department of El Quiché. The objective of the visits was to monitor the operation of the radios and to suggest solutions to the problems that were presented. We took advantage of the trip to visit on the 10th, the center of storage at ASIPOI in the municipal seat of Cantabal. Congratulations to the association for the work that they have achieved with their associates in the production and commercialization of  organic coffee. 

During this month we participated in a series of meetings of organizations and institutions in the headquarters of the PDH (Attorney's office of human rights) of Santa Cruz of the Quiché, on topics related to the coordination and unification of efforts for better management and work in the defense of the human rights in the region of the Quiché. During these meetings an inter-institutional coordination was established for the pursuit of  work with the name of Inter-Institutional Coordination of the Defense and Promotion of Human Rights in Quiché –CIDPRODHQ – 

On the 1st and 2nd of March we participated in the Planning Seminar with our counterparts at Caritas from Sweden in Antigua, Guatemala. We discussed themes of great importance, relating to the identification of the current problems for the people of Guatemala. We also took into account our participation in the future projects that might be implemented. We established a schedule of future activities related to these themes. On the 14th of March protests were conducted by the social organizations in the department of el Quiché in order to demonstrate their rejection of the ratification of the Treaty of Free Trade in the Congress, the “Law of Concessions”, and the mining issue.

During this last month we have participated in meetings with the Indigenous Legal Defense group in Chichicastenango in order to discuss the themes of racial discrimination and gender equality and to try and find mechanisms of participation within the communities.

On the 31st of March we participated in the first training workshop regarding Human Rights at the headquarters of the Promotion of Human Rights of Santa Cruz del Quiché. The themes were: “What are Human Rights?” and “The difference between a common crime and a violation of Human Rights.” This was organized and coordinated by the Inter-Institutional Coordinator of the Defense and Promotion of Human Rights in Quiché –CIDPRODHQ-. Of which ACG is a member.

On the 14th and 15th of April we conducted a workshop about the book “Guide for the Novice Radio Operator” with the ACG radio operators seeking their license in the club of Radio Operators of Guatemala CRAG. On the 16th, the 5 selected operators took the exam regarding this book in the offices of the club of Radio Operators of Guatemala in the capital city. It was an important achievement since all passed their exam. We hope that by the end of the year we will be able to obtain our licenses in order to operated the ACG community radios on an international level.

On the 17th and 21st of April we visited the ACG leaders in the communities of

Cucabaj Primero and Pacaja Segundo regarding themes related to the Human Rights in the area.

On the 18th and 19th of April we conducted a workshop on the institutional strengthening of ACG at the hotel Gumarkaaj. All the members of the Directive Group, workers, and the coordinators of the various zones participated. The themes discussed included legal standing, requirements for the formation of an association and an NGO, gender equality, and the ACG Groups of Culture, Study, and Production (CEPs).

During these past months we have passed many messages on our information network through the radios of communication ACG as well as messages for the coordinators of our different programs.

Information about the Youth Programs

Scholarships: ACG is always preoccupied with the systematic formation of its youth from the 2050 member families. Because of this, we have approved 6 new scholarships this year to bring our total to 58 scholarship students in 2005. On the 6th of February 26 of those students from the Altiplano zone met to receive the first part of their scholarship. Similar meetings were coordinated in the other zones and those students have also received the first part of their scholarships. There are a few students who have not completed their requirements and thus have not yet received their checks. On the 13th of March we conducted out first community planned work day at the ACG farm which is about 5 kilometes from the central headquarters. Our job was to work on the terraces. In addition we talked with the students about continuing on with their studies in spite of the sacrifices that the preparation required. By the end of the year they will see the results of their hard work and will give thanks for the help of the Creator and Former.

Art and Painting: We have an abundance of youth painters! Every Saturday 55 children meet at the ACG headquarters in Santa Cruz of the Quiché. These girls and boys from 9 to 18 years of age receive classes in drawing, painting and art. It is a very cheerful uproar as they elaborate art works full of many colors. The total number of workshops planned for the 2005 is 25. 
We take advantage of this space to thank the support of UNESCO of Guatemala deeply for the works that we are carrying out and the donation of some materials to strengthen our work. Also to the friends and family of schools and other groups that they have deposited a grain of sand so that this work can be carried out with all the Guatemalan children. We thank them deeply for the cooperation and for the numerous fundamental works carried out by volunteers within our organization. 

Promoters of Art, Culture and Peace and Paintings Murals in the communities: The Youth Program of ACG wants to train numerous youth as Promoters of Art, Culture and Peace in the communities of ACG so that they can promote cultural activities in their communities.  We hope that these activities will favor intercultural dialogue and a climate of harmony, peace and solidarity in the communities. Our dreams for this year are: The training of 36 youths in the art of the elaborating community murals; The realization of a  mural in the Mayan Center of Culture Development of ACG, during a meeting of our scholarship students as a means of teaching; The realization of 36 murals in 36 communities of ACG by the promoters of art, culture, and peace along with the other youth in the various zones of ACG; The realization of these murals for the 16th anniversary of ACG, August 8, 2005; The awarding of a prize fo the best painting mural as a means of awareness, motivation, and community participation; The participation of the promoters of Art, Culture and Peace in the ACG-CEPs that are the groups of Culture, Study and Production in the communities of ACG. 

Invitation: Are you a youth and member of ACG who you would like to learn how to paint a mural? Contact us at ACG or call: 77 55 42 87 for more information. 
Weaving: Fashion of typical cortes: In this training 5 youths from 3 communities of Santa Cruz of the Quiché are involved. The product of  these trainings is that they have already acquired a great deal of knowledge in the creation of cortes. At the moment they make 2 cortes a month but we are sure that as time passes the days that they need to elaborate a corte will diminish. We have cortes for sale to all public in our store at ACG. We extend an invitation to another 5 youth that would like to learn the elaboration of typical cortes. This is your opportunity, we wait for you with open arms. More information in the headquarters of ACG. 

Music and Dance: The Music and Dance group is named “Oxlajuj Q'anil” (thirteen harvests.)  The group receives invitations for dance presentations and traditional music on the local and at the national level. April 22, 2005 the group presented a dance at the Institute For Cooperative INDICOP of the municipality Chicua in Chichicastenango. This event was programmed by the Professor Eva María Guarcas who imparts classes to students of 4th Magisterio at this establishment. 

For the group it is a honor to have had this opportunity to present activities of this nature to future teachers so that they can  take a knowledge of the varieties of dances that are carried out and their meanings. This will allow them to  share and enhance the educational experience with their students at the different educational centers in the country. 
Stoves: The association worries about the health of the women and children because of the tasks that they carry out in the kitchen this exposing them daily to the consequences of the smoke. The consequences that they suffer are common illnesses such as headache, cough, flu, tearful eyes, and pain in the lungs among others. Because of this ACG has a program of improved stoves for its members. Already this year we have delivered 17 stove tops to Santaval I of the municipality of San Pedro Jocopilas, 16 stove topsto  the community of Pacaja II, 19 stove tops to the community of Chicabracán II, Village of Lemoa and 29 stove tops the community to Cerro la Labor of the Municipality of Santa Cruz of the Quiché. In total we have delivered 81 stoves to the same number of families in the municipality of Santa Cruz of the Quiché. 
Networks and coordinations: We have participated in the different activities of the network of Institutions and Mayan Organizations of El Quiché that includes  30 organizations of the department of El Quiché to unify efforts for the development for a life worthy of the communities of the Quiché. Relevant themes that we have been analysing are: Treaty of Free Trade TLC, Plan Pueblo Panama PPP, and The Exploration and mining Exploitation.  These are the themes that have most affected out communities these last months.

Information about the Women’s Program of ACG 

Groups of Culture, Study and Production (CEPs ACG) 

How many of us still remember the reflection groups that we begin in 1987 and gave us as a fruit of our labors the organization of ACG on August 8, 1989? Those groups were organized as the result of contacts among members of the resistant communities in the south of El Quiché, among people displaced in the towns,  in the camps of refugees in the south of Mexico, and in the resistance communities (CPRs) in the area of the Ixcán. With the news in one hand and our sacred books in the other, we spent long hours thinking of our situation in the war, of resistance, of injustice, poverty and exile. Little by little, through endless discussions combined with workshops, hope was born along with the possibility of doing something to change our situation, to re-make our lives, communities, histories and identities that were undone by an ruthless war that looked for to put an end to our people, our culture, and our values. Those groups founded what we know today as the community organization of ACG. They participated in the peace process, in the organized return of the refuge families, in the support and the open recognition of the CPRs, and in the recovery of our rights as subject of our own history. As the bishop Don Samuel Ruiz said during our first assembly in 1989: 

“The importance of being organized as ACG is capital, because it will help in an underground way–and I don't mean as a secret, but I mean that it will not be obvious. It is not as if we will be preaching from on high or from the mountain tops, but it will be a fraternal communication that leads to  deep reflection. In this sense it is a discreet action, a strong action from the interior of the communities, to help them arrive at a historical decision. Those historical topics have a validity, an actuality, and they will have  very strong repercussions in the work that you want to develop..... Maybe it is necessary to carry out many things that are not real, that are not viable, but that are historically what God wants, and not that wanted by those who think they can  rotate the world to their whim.” 

He underlined the necessity to listen, to discuss, and to plan thing collectively within the community regarding the steps that would be necessary in order to leave our situation of repression, of war, of poverty and of injustice and to reach: ‘an earth without wrongs for all our people '. 

The Agreements of Peace were signed December  29, 1996 and we entered into a period of a lot of work in the return and reconstruction of our communities and our lives. There was no longer time for our reflection groups and we closed that space. Caught up in multiple tasks, that reflection space closed, and that cost us. We no longer had clear minds nor  hearts in solidarity. Plus we worried about the grain of corn and not so much for the entire corncob --  individualism and our own interests entered into our hearts and our minds. 

At the General Assembly of ACG held in August 2003 we began to think about this problem and we agreed to bring back the reflection groups that we had been lacking. We agreed by consensus to bring back the groups and to give them new life. The idea of the CEPs was born this way. At first we thought of them as groups of study and production but then the Youth Commission of ACG that the Mayan culture form a foundation for our studies and actions. Thus we arrived at the groups of Culture, Study and Production, CEPs-ACG. 

What are the CEPs-ACG? 

It is a return to our roots, enriched by so many years of community organization, in the search of a good road for our peoples. The CEPs have their roots in the community values that we share-- reciprocity (k'uchba'l in the language K'iche '), cultural dignity, community service, and solidarity. As  bishop Samuel said in 1989, it is not a scream from the rooftops, but ‘a discreet action '. Something like the yeast in bread that makes it, that is to say the whole community, rise and walk. 

The political platform of the CEPs is the Peace Accords, not in the sense of politics as what the political parties do, but as a community politics that looks for the well-being of our communities especially in relation to rural development, education, health, housing, rights, and access to the basic services. 

Here’s a good concrete example. From the 11th to the 13th of February we had our fifth regional workshop to train to the local community agronomists of ACG. This is part of the program of our Ecological Agriculture Center ‘San Carolus Borromeus. ' The topic was on the sewing, harvesting, and elaboration of the amaranth. This cultivation was as important as the cultivation of corn in the time of our ancestors but was prohibited by the Spanish invaders and fell into obscurity. We also explained about the CEPs in the workshop. Two agronomists from a nearby community organized 27 women and men in our first group of Culture, Study and Production. They decided to sow an amaranth plot as as experiment before the arrival of the first rains. A member of the group offered a plot of his land for the sowing. This group meets once a month. The groups will not only receive support from the Center Ecological Agriculture but also from the Women’s Commission, the Commission on Human Rights, and the Commission on Culture. That last commission has a wonderful project for groups to learn to paint murals in their communities, related around important topics in the communities, the environment, and the objectives of the Millennium fomented by the United Nations. 

Criteria to form groups of CEPs ACG. 

· Identification with the vision, mission, objectives and statutes of ACG. 

· Free entrance to the group. 

· Decisions made by all participants. 

· Fomenting study and discussion. 

· Impelling activities of service. 

· Working to take care of the mother nature. 

· Respecting the cultural values of the community. 

· Integration of the group into the community. 

· Equal participation of men and women. 

Fifth Agricultural Workshop ACG February 11-13 2005. 

The technical team of the Ecological Agriculture Center organized this regional shop with the participation of 21 agronomists from the zone of the Altiplano and 6 agronomists from the zones of the Ixcán, Alta Verapaz and Barillas. We also receive the support of Neela, a missionary from the United States, and Fiona, a volunteer with VMM Ireland. The speakers were two members of the women’s group “Ri Palamax”, of San José Poaquil. These women have 26 years of experience cultivating the amaranth, and they market it through the stores Hyper Paíz. 

What is the amaranth? 

It is a cereal, better known among us as the “bledo blanco”, and the type that you sow is called the “amaranth cruentus”. In pre-Columbian times it is said that the amaranth generated the intelligence of the Mayan and Aztec. Most of the people used the amaranth in atol and sweets. When they cultivated the corn the first thing that did was to grab a handfulof amaranth and to burn it as an incense. They saw that the amaranth was what gave strength to the people. Our ancestors sowed it for thousands of years and they enjoyed good health. They consumed the amaranth and were treated by the pure natural medicine of the plants. We, on the other hand, damage ourselves with chemical products. It is better to follow the culture of our ancestors. We have forgotten it, we have left that culture behind, and for that reason we will soon be finished. 

For that same reason when the Spaniards invaded they prohibited the amaranth and burned it so that it no longer existed. They penalized those that cultivated the amaranth. It was no longer cultivated, but, perhaps right now we were not ignorant of this cultivation. Now we should learn about the amaranth. If this gives us strength and is within our reach, why wouldn’t  we cultivate it? Why are we buying mosh and incaparina when we have the amaranth in our hands? 

The most important way to consume amaranth is in atol, otherwise, in soda, breads, or pancakes. One can make egg tortitas with amaranth and sauce instead of buying meat, or a bean tortita and an amaranth soda. If we began to give amaranth atol to undernourished children in 15 days they would recover their health. A community called Trinidad, in Antigua, requested our support because many children were dying from malnutrition. We arrived at the community and used the amaranth. The children recovered. Now that same community cultivates the amaranth and enjoys good health. 

The plant is organic and it resists illnesses. It resists the plagues and the drought. They have more protein than corn, soy, and of all the well-known cereals. According to experts in nutrition amaranth is the one that comes closer to the ideal balance of essential amino acids. 

A magazine of the UNESCO says that, in spite of the fact that its value in proteins is superior to that of the milk, of its quick growth, of its extraordinary resistance to drought and to the illnesses, that the amaranth almost has been left aside by agriculturists. 

In the workshop the participants learned about the sowing, cultivation, harvest, and elaboration of the amaranth for human consumption and in concentrated forms for the animal consumption. Also its medicinal use, to combat and to cure diabetes, anaemia, and mongolism. With just 25 amaranth plants in the orchard, the good nutrition of the family is guaranteed. Each seed head weighs between 20 and 25 pounds and contains approximately 50,000 seeds. In a plot of 40 x 40 yards you can get 400 kilograms of amaranth and each plot requires a pound of seed. One hundred kilograms covers expenses of the sowing and thus you gain the other three hundred kilograms. The only expenses are: buying the seed, posts to sustain the bushes, and nylon for the harvest. A hoe, machete, and a whistle are used. In any climate the amaranth will grow and it grows better in the lands where the sun hits. 

OTHER NEWS 

Attacks against DDHH 

The Technical Unit of Human Rights (UTD), in their report, calculates 122 attacks against 44 organizations in the last year. So far in the year 2005 (January to February) they have registered 17 cases. According to the data in the report by the UTD, the figures on  attacks and threats against activists and institutions of the human rights registered in 2004 are worse than those of the previous year, that is to say, they have increased. Inforpress 2/18/05. 

At the beginning of this year Sebastián Tomás Mora, an activist that works in the Ixcán, was murdered. 

Yadira Argueta López, 2 years old, daughter of the activist Gumersindo Argueta, died from suffocation at the hands of a group of men wearing pasamontañas caps, in their home located in Tiling, Chimaltenango. Argueta is coordinator of the Remhi organization in Chiamltenango. Prensa Libre 01/22/05. 

The existence of a murder plan against monsignor Álvaro Ramazzini and the death threats against Sara Boroj, activist of the Group of Mutual Support GAM that works in a program of exhumations in Ixcán. Inforpress 02/18/05. 

They have been registered severañ supposed robberies of institutions of social work in which computers and files were taken. These include: the Evangelical Center of Pastoral Studies of Central America Cedepca, the National Council of Mayan Education CNEM, Association of Children for the Truth and Justice Children, the Advisory Assembly of Eradicated Populations, the Indigenous Woman's Defensoría in Cobán, the group for International Rights in Action, and the Mayan Defensoría in Quiché. The robberies have been similar in all the cases, which indicates that secret groups want control of the work that these organizations carry out just like things were in the years of the internal armed conflict. Prensa Libre 02/10/05. 

For Sergio Morales, Promoter of human rights, with the recent facts it is clear that there is a crimialization of the social demands. They are attacks against the truth that puts fear into sectors that they might lose their impunity status and thus they attack the organizations that could bring this truth about. While we cannot eliminated organized crime inside the State, things will continue in this way if an effort is not made to purify it. The Ministry of Government hardens its politics of security against the popular leaders, but not against the organized crime. This leaves little hopes that the situation will change. Inforpress 02/18/05. 

Case of racism 

April 3rd 2005,  five members of the FRG were condemned for their crimes of discrimination and public disorder committed when they uttered racist insults against Rigoberta Menchú,  who won Nobel Peace Prize in 1992. It is not easy to accuse somebody of discrimination when it was only done verbally. The presence of journalists when the event occurred supported the charges. The case was called a historical precedent by experts and activists of human rights. Discrimination is a daily event that many forget is an illegal act. For Daniel Matul, representative of the Mayan league, the case doesn't solve the exclusion of the institutional judicial rule that restricts the participation of  indigenous people and that in the article 66 of the Constitution of the Republic establishes that the indigenous are protectorates of the State and not historical subjects. Modifications are necessary to the Constitution for the recognition of the indigenous peoples so that they can define the form of operating in the State so that it is multicultural and multilingual Inforpress 04/08/05. 

The report presented by the secretary of human rights of the UN March 11th in Geneva about racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and all the forms of discrimination establishes that the indigenous don't have places of power within the structures of the Guatemalan State. For example, in the justice system where of the 650 judges, only 98 speak some Mayan language. In addition in the means of communication there is a significant lack of indigenous presence and in Congress of 153 legislators, 14 are indigenous. In the military forces 73% of the officials are ladinos. Recommendations to the Guatemalan government figure that the combat of racial discrimination  has to be a pillar for the construction of peace and democracy in this country. Inforpress 04/08/05. 

Children of the street 

The street functions as a strategy of survival for childhood and adolescence in the face of a climate of violence and community and family disintegration. This strategy can lead to the children becoming part of the gangs of our being victimized by these same gangs or by organized crime. We are talking about the 4 thousand children that live in the streets of the caspital city of Guatemala. For the organizations that are in charge of this issue, the involvement of others is especially the involvement of government institutions and media in the creation of support networks. Inforpress 04/08/05. 

There is no truce in the violent

Crime in this country has left 586 deaths from January to the beginning of April. Among these, minors, women, and men in seven departments have been murdered violently as shown by these statistics provided by the morgues and the police PNC. 


   Data of violent deaths for the departments: 

	Department
	Men
	Women
	Minors
	Total

	Petén
	76
	12
	2
	90

	San Marcos
	44
	2
	3
	49

	Quetzaltenango
	14
	4
	4
	22

	Escuintla
	156
	6
	2
	164

	Jutiapa
	101
	5
	1
	107

	Izabal
	111
	11
	
	122

	Jalapa
	28
	3
	1
	32


(Prensa Libre: 04/25/05)

The Pope 

On April 2nd Karol Wojtyla, or Pope Juan Pablo II finished his time on this earth in Vatican City, Rome. It was an event that monopolized the worlds attention for he was a very important character to Christians. He was a world leader and a well-known traveler. He visited Guatemala twice. In the 39th world journal of communications Juan Pablo said: “My prayer is that the means of communication assume their role, to demolish the walls of division and the enmity of our world.” Prensa Libre 04/10/05. 

Now there is a new Pope and he is Benedicto XVI Joseph Ratzinger of German origin. The most recent thing that he has said is “My true government program is not to make my will, it is not to follow my own ideas, but to listen to it the word and the will of God.” Prensa Libre 04/25/05. 

Letter from Pedro Casaldáliga...... 

San Romero de América: Still Alive! –Monsignor Gerardo: Martyr of Truth and of the Peace 

On the 2nd of Abríl, 2005 Juan Pablo II died while in El Salvador the martyrdom  of Monsignor's Oscar Arnulfo Rosemero was commemorated. Twenty-five thousand people congregated in front of the cathedral of San Salvador in the 25th anniversary of the Salvadoran pastor's murder. Delegations arrived from all over the world: from África, Asia, Europe, Canada, Central America, South America, and from the United States. Also 76 Maya-K'ich'e men and women from the parish of Sacapulas presented a flad for Monsignor's Romero  and Monsignor Juan Gerardi. 

There was ACG presence at all different activities: 3 collaborators from ACG and a delegation of friends of ACG from Chicago were present. We listened to the relevant facts of Monsignor Romero’s life. 
The prophet and martyr Oscar Arnulfo Romero was born in the Ciudad de Barrios August 15 1917. His father, Santos, was a mail and telegraph employee and his mother, Guadalupe of Jesus, was in charge of domestic tasks. At the age of 12, a the young Oscar worked as an apprentice in a carpentry shop. In 1937 he entered seminary. After having worked as priest and bishop, Monsignor Romero was named Archbishop from San Salvador in 1977. What changed his life was the murder the day of the Jesuit Rutilio Grande on March 12 1978.. Starting from that moment he defended the lives of his people by all possible means. For that reason he received many death threats. 

“If God will accept the sacrifice of my life, that my blood will be a seed of freedom and a sign that  hope will be soon a reality”, he wrote in his journal just before dying. 

On February 17th,  1980, Archbishop Romero sent a letter to the Mr. Carter, then President of the United States in which he opposed the help that the United States was giving to the Salvadoran government in order to repress the people

On March 24, 1980 Monsignor Romero was murdered by a sniper while presiding over mass in the Hospital Chapel. His blood mixed with Christ's blood. 

Eighteen years later, on April 26th 1998 Monsignor Juan Gerardi was brutally murdered, two days after having presented a report on the history of Guatemala. “From the Word of God we cannot hide or cover the reality, we are not able to distort history or silence the truth”, said Monsignor Gerardi when presenting the report: Guatemala; Nunca Más.

We hope that in our communities, year after year, we remember with love and strength these two good pastors that gave their lives for their people. 

.
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